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SUBJECT   DATA  COLLECTED  BY  THE  POLICE  LIST 


The  formal  title  of  the  "Police  List"  is  the  City  of  Boston 
list  of  Residents,  Twenty  Years  of  Age  and  Over.   Information 
about  it  can  be  obtained  from  the  Election  Department.   It  is 
dated  as  of  January  1  of  any  given  year. 


Data  Collection 

Police  are  given  pre-punched  IBM  cards  containing  the  previous 

year's  listing  at  a  given  address.   The  cards  contain  the  name, 

address,  age,  and  occupation  of  the  resident,  and  whether  or  not 

he  is  an  alien.   The  police  are  instructed  to  verify  this  information, 

including  the  spelling  of  the  occupant's  name.   They  ask  where  the 

occupant  lived  during  the  previous  year;  whether  someone  else  who 

is  20  years  of  age  or  older  has  moved  into  the  household  since  the 

previous  enumeration;  and  whether  some  member  of  the  household  has 

become  20  years  of  age  in  the  past  year. 


■^^      Specific  Items 

Students  are  enumerated  on  the  police  list.   Absent  members  of 
households,  whose  own  legal  residence  is  in  Boston  or  whose  legal 
residence  is  with  parents  in  Boston,  are  also  enum.erated,  including 
persons  abroad  and/or  in  the  armed  forces.   Tramps  and  wayfarers 
who  have  no  regular  place  of  residence  are  enumerated  where  found. 

From  the  Police  List,  amended  by  changes  of  residence  effective 
January  1,  registered  with  the  Election  Department,  is  made  up 
the  voter  eligibility  list.   The  Police  LJst  includes  eligible 
voters,  plus  those  individuals  20  years  of  age  and  older  residing 
here  on  more  than  a  very  short-term  transient  basis. 
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cc:   Philip  Zeigler 

Director  of  Planning 


T.  O'Brien,  A.  Wolpert,  L.  Richards,  M.  Tompkins,  Planning  Dept, 
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